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Ceropegia fantastica Sedg. was described by Sedg¬ 
wick in 1911 on the basis of a single collection in 
August 1918 by T. R. D. Bell {Bell 425a) from 
Sulgcri in North Kanara district (Mysore State). 
This specimen forming the holotype, deposited at 
Kew herbarium, happens to be the only one avail¬ 
able until now for study, and has not been collected 
again by any other worker so far. 

Santapau and Irani in their recent revision of 
Ceropegia in Bombay State have also just repro¬ 
duced the description of the species, given by 
Sedgwick, and they have mentioned clearly that 
they have not seen the plant in the field nor in the 



Plate It Ciropitia fmtastica Sedg. (Drawing from 
Kmodia 894S9) 


herbarium. The original* description by Sedgwick 
is also not comprehensive. Therefore, a complete 
description together with illustrations based on 
recent collections and detailed study, is herewith 
provided to enable others to locate the species from 
other parts of'India with particular reference to 
Western Ghats. 

Ceropegia fantaatka Sedg. (Plate I and Figs. 1*6). 

Perennial, herbaceous twiner. Roots capillary, 
2-3. Tuber subspherical, about 2.5 cm in diameter 
(Fig. I a). Stem cylindrical, 1.5-2 m long, hollow, 
glabrous, thin, 2-3 mm in diameter, slightly thick¬ 
ened at nodes: internodes 5-23 cm long. Foliage 
graded; leaves at basal nodes large, those at upper 
nodes smaller, petiolate, opposite (Fig. i); petiole 
I - 2 cm long,, flat, grooved ; lamina membranous, 
lanceolate-ovate, 2.5-10 cm long, 0:5-5.0 cm broad ; 
margins obscurely crenulate, ciliate; base round^- 
cordate in, the lower larger leaves and cuneate in 
the upper smaller ones; apex caudate-acuminate; 
midrib and nerves prominent on dorsal surface, 
iess distinct on ventral surface; lateral nerves con¬ 
verging towards the apex. Inflorescence intcr- 
etiolar, all arising on one surface of stem, urn- 
ellate cymes, bearing 4-7 flowers in loose or 
dense clusters; pedunae 1.5-9.5 cm long, hirsute; 
pedicel 0.5 - 2.5 cm long, filiform, glabrous; bracts 
and bracteoles 0.5-2.0 cm long (Sedgwick men¬ 
tions these to be 5.0 cm long), unear, slightly flat¬ 
tened at base; flowers pedicellate (Fig. 2), herma¬ 
phrodite ; calyx green, 5-partite; calyx lobes linear, 
'•5'3*5 ctn long, exce^ing the corolla, flattened 
at the base (Fig. 2), 4-nerved; corolla narrowly 
urceolate, ©.5-2.5 cm long, dark purple externally, 
•pale-violet internally with white longitudinal lines 
and spots in fresh flowers, turning pale-yellow on 
drying, 54 obed at the apex; corolla lobes about 
4 X I mm, the tips connate to form a narrow beak 
at first and dividing at length, pubescent inside, 
ciliate on margins ; gynostegium flat, small, disc-like, 
staminal column reduced, surrounded by the double 
corona; outer corona cupular, about 4x2 mm, 
5-lobed, each lobe bifid at tne tip, obtuse (Figs. 3-4); 
inner cororiQ of 5 linear lobes, adnate to the outer 
corona, the lobe narrowly spathulate, about 3.0 mm 
•ong, with a globose appendage at its base (Fig. 4); 
polTinia yellowish, tiny (Fig. 5), 5.pair8, kidney- 
s^ped, in the crevices of the gynostegium ; otwy 
bicarpellaiy, apocarpous; style short, fused with 
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the gynostegium at its tip; ovules numerous on 
a free central placenta; mature fruit not seen. Our 
spedmens bear only young follicles, about i.o cm 
long. However, Sedgwick has described the follicles 
as narrow, 90x3.0 mm, ash coloured, slightly 
striated; seeds 8x3 mm; coma 20 mm, copious 
soft. 



FiM 1-5 s Ceropegia fantastka Sedg. (Asclepiadaceae) 

1. Twiner, la. Tuber. 2. Flt)wer. 3 Corona-side view. 
4, Corona-itop view. 5. Pollinia. 6 . Map showing distri¬ 
bution. (Drawings hrom Kanodia 39439) 

Flowering: August, 

Specimens examined : Kanodia 89489, collected in 


semi-evergreen forests, about 1.5 km, on way .from 
Ordofond to Tudal, Canacona Cancilloh in Goa 
area, at an altitude of ± 300 rn on 24th August, 
1963 . (Plate i). 

Habitat and Distribution : The species was locat¬ 
ed on lateritic soil just above the bank of a small 
river in a partly cleared up semi-evergreen forest 
on way from Ordofond to Tudal of Canacona 
Cancilloh (=Taluka) in Goa area (15” i' N & 74^7" 
approximately), as a twiner, climbing on Leea 
indica (Burm.) Merr., Maesa indica Wall., Mussa^ 
enda glabrata (Hook, f.) Hutch, ex Gamble and 
Syzygium caryophyllatum (Linn.) Alston. 

The curious and much elongated calyx segments 
attracted attention and it was this feature that 
made the senior author to collect complete and as 
many specimens as possible for further study. 

Though the information is meagre to indicate 
any line of its distribution, it is evident that this 
species grows rather- sparsely along the semi-ever¬ 
green belt of the lower slopes of Western Ghats in. 
which Sulgeri (the type locality) in Mysore State, 
and the present locality in Goa area are both 
situated (Fig. 6). It would, however, be of consi¬ 
derable importance if the species is located from 
other high rainfall zones of India. 
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